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The Digital Era has transformed how boys and girls and even men and women communicate.

Instead of talking on the phone, boyfriends and girlfriends IM, text message or twitter each other.

We are living in a society where immediate gratification and an anything goes mindset, is leading to lasting hurtful and devastating consequences.

Recently, the national media has reported about incidents where a female sent a naked photo of herself to her boyfriend. After the two broke up the boyfriend sent the photo on to many others. This is not an isolated incident, but definitely a talking point for parents.

Not only is this a violation of trust in a relationship. It is an example of poor judgment and lack of respect on both parts.

In addition to inappropriate photos being sent across the digital airwaves, are reports of stalking, controlling and possessive behaviors.

While more than a few text messages per day would be excessive to me, each teen must decide for themsef when their relationship has crossed that digital line.

To help teens with that message, the Family Violence Prevention Fund and the Office on Violence Against Women and the Ad Council have designed a web site to address this new and complicated issue.

The web site called That's Not Cool can be accessed by going to http://www.thatsnotcool.com
 

The site is designed to address new and complicated problems between teens that are dating or hooking up—problems like constant and controlling texting, pressuring for nude pictures, and breaking into someone's e-mail or social networking page. 

As a parent or adult who interacts with teens please take time to visit this site and encourage teens to do the same.

We as adults must help teens understand that text messaging, social networking, IM and twittering, while a way of life for teens and young adults can have abusive and devastating consequences if used to excess or inappropriately.

For more information about domestic violence or sexual violence please contact Hands of Hope at 664-0701 or myself, Linda Wilk, Hands of Hope Director at 765-662-9971 ext 123 or lwilk@famservices.com. Hands of Hope is a division of Family Service Society, Inc.

