FROM: Linda Wilk, Hands of Hope Director, a division of Family Service Society, Inc.

RE: Expect Respect
DATE: March 11, 2009
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE –

Give. It. Get It. Expect Respect. A simple, clean message that soon will be showing up on billboards, on posters in storefronts and at schools and filling the local airwaves.

The Expect Respect campaign is coming to Wabash County, spearheaded by Hands of Hope Community Education Coordinator Liz Hicks.

As part of Sexual Violence Awareness Month in April, Hands of Hope, a division of Family Service Society, Inc. is sponsoring a campaign promoting RESPECT. 
The concept while simple, seems to somehow been lost in our society as we see nationally, singer Chris Brown who reportedly assaulted his girlfriend, fellow singer Rihanna, following an argument on Sunday, February 8th.

Locally, similar incidents of assault are recorded in both Wabash County Courts on a weekly basis, where a boyfriend or husband has beaten the woman he allegedly loves.    


The plan for the Expect Respect campaign is to lower the horrifying statistic that 1 in 4 women will be beaten by their intimate partners during their lifetimes.

The thought behind the campaign is that if we as a community can empower our pre-teens and teens that they must EXPECT RESPECT in relationships, we can begin to break the cycle of violence.

Wabash County Resident Liz Hicks was hired in December to work part-time as Hands of Hope’s Community Education Coordinator.

Hands of Hope, a division of Family Service Society, Inc. provides comprehensive prevention and intervention services for domestic violence, sexual violence and stalking. Hands of Hope is also an active member of the Wabash County AACTION, working to lower domestic violence, sexual violence and substance abuse.
As the Hands of Hope Community Education Coordinator, Hicks will be working with middle and high school students to teach them about anti-bullying, healthy relationship skills and positive communication to avoid domestic violence and sexual violence.

Hicks will be reaching Wabash County youth both in schools and in the community.

Hicks’ experience working with youth, her role as Director of The Access, Associate Pastor at New Foundations Ministries, and her involvement in various community organizations, made her the ideal candidate for Hands of Hope.

Hicks can be reached by email at lhicks@famservices.com or by phone at 260-578-7149. 

The prevention programs Hicks will be offering are being made available from a prevention grant from the Centers for Disease Control, managed by the Indiana Coalition Against Sexual Assault.  

