The women, children and men living in fear need you.
 They need you to get up off your comfortable couches, put on your walking shoes and head to the Grant County Courthouse Sept. 18.
On that Saturday, Hands of Hope will hold its second annual Expect Respect Community Walk to raise awareness and funds to stop the cycle of violence.
We have sat silent for too long. It is time for action.

In Grant County, lives have been lost due to domestic violence. This is no longer an issue that doesn’t touch us in rural Midwestern America. It has hit home

We as fellow members of this community need to take a stand and show the women, children and men living in fear that there are people who care and people who will not stand for the devastation any longer.

One very public way everyone in Grant County – men, women and children – can show their support for victims is to participate in the Hands of Hope Community Walk fundraiser on Sept. 18.

The event will begin at 8:30 a.m. at the south side of the Grant County Courthouse steps with registration and a rally at 8:45 a.m.
Registration cost is: $15 per adult and $10 for children ages 5 to 15 years old. A hat will be given to the first 200 paid registrants.  

Marion Mayor Wayne Seybold and Gas City Mayor Larry Leach will be among those participating in the rally.

At 9 a.m., led by law enforcement from the Marion Police Department and Grant County Sheriff’s Department, along with Emergency Management Agency officials, walkers will begin the six mile trek down Washington Street.

Walkers will be visibly seen as they take to the streets in their Expect Respect ball caps. The ball caps allow for companies, churches, organizations to not only show their support for the walk, but to also wear a company shirt that day.

The walk route will continue down Washington street to 30th Street where everyone will head to the Splash House for the first rest and bathroom station.        

After a short break walkers will resume on Ind. 15 to God’s Grace Ministries United Methodist Church for a second rest and bathroom break, before continuing down Ind. 15. The walk will end at First Presbyterian Church of Grant County on Main Street in Jonesboro. Walkers will be greeted at the end with transportation back to the courthouse square on City of Marion buses.

If you aren’t physically able to walk on Sept. 18, please consider a donation for the walk. All proceeds will benefit the intervention and prevention programs offered by Hands of Hope, a division of Family Service Society, Inc.

For more information or to register either go to www.famservices.com, email Linda Wilk at lwilk@famservices.com or call 662-9971 ext. 123

